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Have you ever received a check from DHS, 
but are unsure what the payment is for?   
When families receive a check from DHS a payment 
code is issued with the check that describes what the 
payment is for.  Please use the list below to help you 
identify future payments you receive from DHS.  If you 
still have additional questions, please check with your 
DHS worker.   
 

C990----Foster family maintenance  
F150----Adoption pre-subsidy maintenance  
F170----Adoption subsidy maintenance  
 
Special Issuance Codes  
These are listed alphabetically by the code.  When these 
appear on the payment history or on your check, they 
will have the letter “S” in front of the three characters.  
   

A02----Adoption subsidy – child care  
A08----Adoption subsidy – attorney fees  
A09----Adoption subsidy – medical not Medicaid covered 
A10----Adoption subsidy – supplies and equipment  
A13----Adoption subsidy – same day in-out  
F01----Foster family – ancillary services  
F02----Foster family – child care  
F03----Foster family – tangible goods  
F04----Foster family – clothing allowance  
F05----Foster family – school fees  
F06----Foster family – transportation  
F07----Foster family – independent living initial allowance  
F09----Foster family – medical not Medicaid covered  
F13----Foster family – same day in-out  
F14----Foster family – respite  
P02----Adoption pre-subsidy – child care  
P10----Adoption pre-subsidy – supplies and equipment  
P13----Adoption pre-subsidy – same day in-out  

 

IFAPA operates the Friends of Children in Foster Care program which 
provides Iowa foster children with the funds they need for those special 
“extras” in life which they would otherwise not receive.  The maximum 
grant request limit is $200 per child, per fiscal year.  IFAPA’s fiscal year 
runs July 1 through June 30.  Limited funding is available.  
 
What Items Will the Friends Program Fund for Foster Children? 
Items that will be covered by the Friends of Children in Foster Care 
program include:  
• Sporting activity fees & equipment 
• Swimming lessons 
• Summer camps 
• Music instruments 
• Music, voice and dance lessons 
• Tae Kwon Do fees 
• Prom attire 
• Senior/class trips 
• Class ring 
• Senior pictures 
• Graduation expenses 
 
Items NOT covered by the Friends Program 
include:  
• Medical expenses 
• Birthday or holiday gifts  
• Basic clothing 
• Furniture 
• Electronics (such as iPods, video game consoles, cell phones, computers etc.) 
• Funds for a car purchase 
  
How Do I Apply for a Friends Program Grant? 
To be considered for a Friends grant, please complete an application 
and send it along with copies of receipts to the IFAPA office.   
 
NEW ADDRESS: Some families/workers may still have copies of an old 
version of the Friends application (maroon & tan colors).  Those 
applications have the old Friends address in Johnston, IA.  The 
forwarding service is about to expire, so applications mailed to that 
address may be returned undeliverable.  ALL APPLICATIONS SHOULD 
NOW BE MAILED TO THE IFAPA OFFICE (6864 NE 14th St., Suite 5 - 
Ankeny, IA 50023).  The new application can be found at this link: 
www.ifapa.org/support/Friends_of_Children_in_Foster_Care.asp. 

Please be sure to add IFAPA to your list of people to notify 
when you move or have a new e-mail address.  It’s simple, 
just send e-mail to our office at smiles@ifapa.org with all of 
your new contact information and we’ll be able to continue 
keeping you in the loop with the latest happenings.   

     Thanks to the 
Friends Program,  
Sara was able to 
  get funding to 
buy a dress for 
     her senior 
         prom. 
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TO REGISTER FOR AN IFAPA TRAINING LISTED BELOW:  Call Stephanie at 800-277-8145 ext. 1 or 
complete our registration form through out website - www.ifapa.org/training/training_registration_form.asp.  

A few weeks ago, all foster, adoptive 
and kinship parents in Iowa should 
have received our yellow training 
survey (see below) in the mail from 
IFAPA.  IFAPA is asking all parents to 
complete this survey to help us plan 
for your future trainings needs.  It is 
important that we hear back from 
all parents since IFAPA will use the 
feedback to determine what 
trainings topics parents need the 
most and what months, days and 
lengths of trainings are in the 
highest demand.  If you have not 
completed your survey, it is not too 
late.  Completed surveys can be 
returned to IFAPA in the postage paid 
envelope that was mailed to you.  If 
you did not receive a survey and 
would like one mailed to you,  please 
contact Crystal at 800-277-8145 ext. 5 
or email cthomason@ifapa.org.  All 
surveys received by TUESDAY, 
MARCH 1ST will be entered into a 
drawing to win one of two $50 Visa 
gift cards.   

IFAPA has created a list of pre-placement questions foster parents can ask before agreeing to the 
placement of a child in their home.  There will be times and circumstances when a worker has 
limited information about the child they need to place, especially if it is for an urgent placement.  
When information is available, however, it will help you determine if the child will be a good fit for 
your family and your parenting abilities.  This list can be a helpful resource for obtaining 
information.  You might want to have a copy readily available to refer to when you get a call about 
a possible placement. 
 
Gathering as much of the information as possible will help you decide if you should accept a 
particular placement. It’s important to remember that you have the right to say no to any 
placement that you do not feel is a good fit for your family and the children you are currently 
parenting, if it’s a child who has behaviors you feel unable to cope with, or if it’s just not a good 
time for you to add another child to your family.  If you do agree to the placement, this form also 
lists additional information that is helpful to obtain at the time of placement or as soon thereafter 
as it is available.  To print this form, visit the IFAPA website at: 
http://www.ifapa.org/resources/documents/PrePlacementQuestionnaire.pdf  

Date & Time Name of Training Location 

Sat., Feb. 26 
9am-12:15pm 

Mandatory Child Abuse Reporter Training 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDMandatoryReporter.pdf 

Council Bluffs 
Country Inn & Suites 

Sat., Feb. 26 
9am-12:15pm 

Vicarious Trauma 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDVicariousTrauma.pdf 

Dubuque 
Keystone AEA 

Sat., Feb. 26 
1:30-4:45pm 

Interpersonal Stress Management 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDStressManagement.pdf 

Dubuque 
Keystone AEA 

Sat., Mar. 12 
9am-4:30pm 

Managing Your Child/Teen’s Behavior... 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TD7WaystoFosterLove.pdf 

Mason City 
NIACC 

Sat., Mar. 19 
9am-4:30pm 

Beyond Consequences...Children w/Severe Behaviors 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDBeyondConsequences.pdf 

Davenport 
Clarion Hotel 

Sat., Mar. 19 
1pm-4:15pm 

Supporting Children Exposed to Domestic Violence 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDDomesticViolence.pdf  

Decorah 
Country Inn & Suites 

Sat., Mar. 19 
9am-12:15pm 

Vicarious Trauma 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDVicariousTrauma.pdf 

Iowa City 
Clarion Hotel 

Sat., Mar. 19 
1:30-4:45pm 

Interpersonal Stress Management 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDStressManagement.pdf 

Iowa City 
Clarion Hotel 

Sat., Mar. 19 
9am-4:30pm 

Dangerous Playground - Drug Awareness & Trends 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDDrugAwareness.pdf 

Sioux City 
NW AEA 

Sat., Mar. 26 
9am-12:15pm 
or 1:30-4:45pm 

Mandatory Child Abuse Reporter Training  
(be sure to choose the AM or PM session when registering) 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDMandatoryReporter.pdf 

Cedar Rapids 
Best Western LB 

Sat., Mar. 26 
9am-4:30pm 

Dangerous Playground - Drug Awareness & Trends 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDDrugAwareness.pdf 

Des Moines 
Holiday Inn NW 

Sat., Mar. 26 
9am-4:30pm 

Fostering Hope & Attachment w/Youth in F & A Families 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDFosteringHope.pdf 

Maquoketa 
Super 8 

Sat., Mar. 26 
9am-4:30pm 

The World of Attachment, Trauma & Bonding... 
Read bio @ www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/TDWorldofAttachment.pdf  

Marshalltown 
AEA 267 


