
Hello!  My name is Cheryl Ellis and I am your Peer Liaison with the Iowa Foster 

and Adoptive Parents Association (IFAPA).  My husband, Dave, and I live just 

outside Cherokee.  We have been foster/adoptive parents for nine years.  We 

are the proud parents of 6 daughters ranging in age from 3 to 23, both birth 

and adopted.  We have been extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to 

care for children of all ages.  In fact, our first foster placement was a kinship 

situation with our nieces, only six short months after becoming first time birth 

parents.  Our journey to fostering and eventually adopting began with much to 

learn.  Honestly, I believe our admitted ignorance has served us well over the 

past years.  We haven’t been afraid to ask questions and seek answers. 

 

One of my roles as Peer Liaison is to support you in asking those questions.  I 

have already had experience with most of the agencies you will encounter.  I 

also am not afraid to keep asking until we find the answer together.  I have the 

distinct privilege of offering you complete confidentiality.  Unless you request it, 

no information you give to me about you or your situation will be passed on to 

DHS.  (Of course, any Mandatory Reporter has to add the caveat that any 

abusive situation will be reported.) 

 

I love foster and adoptive parents!  I’ve always said it takes a different sort of 

person to embark on this journey.  The more of these incredible people I meet, 

the more I realize I truly love that sort of person.  Look for me at your next 

training or support group.  I will be calling you soon.  Please call me anytime if 

a question arises before then. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Ellis 

IFAPA Peer Liaison 

 

 

 

FACT: IFAPA’s Peer Liaisons and Resource Information 

Specialists provide support to an average of 2,000 foster, 

adoptive and kinship parents each month. 

Meet Your IFAPA Peer Liaison 

I provide peer support to 
families living in the 
following counties: 
 

Buena Vista, 
Cherokee, Clay, 
Dickinson, Emmet, 
Kossuth, Lyon, 
O’Brien, Osceola,  
Palo Alto, Plymouth, 
Sioux & Woodbury 
 
How to Contact Me: 
855-660-6350 Toll-free 
712-225-6350 Cherokee area 
cheryl.ifapa@gmail.com Email 


