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HOW TO SHARE THIS BOOK WITH A CHILD

Gtep One: Take a picture of the child you will share this book with and paste it on page
three. (3]

Gtep Two: You can share this book with a child before they go to court for the first time
or after they have visited court to help them process the experience.

Step Three: Find a time when you have at |east a half hour of relaxed time in a comfortable
spot. [Vake sure you allow time for discussing the questions and experiencing the book
together.

This book is designed to introduce a child to juvenile court, the supportive network of people
who care about them and want to help them. The goals are to:

« Help a child feel familiar with court and the people who are in court to help them

« [etthem know there are people who Care about them in this process

« [etthem know we khow how important their family is to them

« [etthem know that there are all kinds of families and there are other kids living with

extended family or foster parents

TRead this book with a child and encourage interaCtion; answering the questions posed to
explore feelings. rite down the child’s answers in their own words. A child loves to hear
their own words read back to them as a story.

There are a series of questions throughout the booklet that encourage a Child to talk about
their situation or feelings. These questions may be covered in more thah ohe reading.
Whenever possible, let the child make choices about what they want to talk about and which
sections are covered. Encourage children to ask guestions themselves. Don't rush this
activity, children need time to get involved and to experience and be engaged. Provide
enhcouragement and praise and acknouwledge of their involvement.
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Don’t Forget

1f You need help, you Cah always ask your socCial
worker or [awyer questions if You are conhfused or
afraid of what goes on!

TRemember there are |ots Of people who [ove you
ahd Care about you.

Towa Children’s Justice Page 15



What happens at court?

The judge listens to people talk about what is happening
with your family. The judge decides how to make sure
you are safe and decides how t0 make sure your family

gets the help they heed.

When will you go home? The judge also deCides where you

will live and when you Can go home. The judge will tell you

a$ Soon as the decision is made.

The judge wants to khow what you think. If you go to
court, the judge may ask you:

How are you doing?

How is School?

What help does your family need?

What would you like to see happen?

Do you heed anything?

Towa Children's Justice Page 1¢

This bOOK is fOr one amazing Kid!

[your picture goes here]

This booklet will tell you about the court and the
people who will help you and your family. It will
also tell you about seeing your parents and your
brothers and sisters.

Towa Children’s Justice Page 3



There are all Kinds Of families. Going to Court

Some have one parent, some have two. Court is held in a court room. DO you kKhow
™ where the court house is?

At court, the judge and other people try to help

your family work on its problems.

Some have |ots Of Children, some have only one.

Tell me about your family.
What are your mom and dad’s hames? At court, the judge is in Charge. Your family has
What are your brothers and sisters hames? ohe judge.

Who else is in your family?
Do you have pets? That are their hames? Your Family’s Judge is

Towa Children’s Justice Page ¢ Towa Children’s Justice Page 13



How do ] get used to my foster home?

It might take you a little while to get used to all the
hew things in your foster home. You may feel sCared
Or shy to live in @ hew place. Your socCial worker and
your foster parents want to help you feel at home.
Sometimes feeling at home is helped by sharing
information.

ASK your foster parents:
What do you do to have fun together? What happens
on a weekday? What happens on the week-end? What
are the important rules?

Tell your foster parents:
The activities you did at home ahd how you had fun
together. What helps you go to sleep at hight? What
foods do you like to eat? What helps you when you
feel sad?

Towa Children’s Justice Page 12

Families need to keep Kids safe.

All families have problems. Some families heed
help to learnh how to Keep their Children Safe.
Some problems mean Children Canhnot live at
home. You may have to live with a relative or in a
foster home for a while to keep you safe.

Who is the specCial person you feel safe talking to?

~r

[ots Of families g0 to court.

These families are involved with juvenile court,
just like your family. We know how important
your family is to you.

Towa Children’s Justice Pages



What is happening to my mom and dad?

You probably really miss your mom and dad. And
they miss you to0. Probably the hardest thing
about being in foster Care is that you Can’t see
your mom Or dad whenever you waht to.

ASK your soCial worker if you Cah Call mom or dad
when you miss them. QOr maybe you could write
them a letter.

e ————

[

If it is OK to Write: what is the address?

My mom’s phone is:
My dad’s phone is:

Towa Children’s Justice Page 6

Do you have Foster Parents?

Your foster parents are there to help you. Even though it

wasn’t their idea for you to live away from your home, they
are happy you live with them. They Will take Care of you till
you Cah g0 back home and be safe.

Your Foster Parents are phone #

(9]
What other children live ih your foster home?
Are there any pets? What are their names?
Towa Children’s Justice Page 11



Who else is oh your team?
Do you have a CASA?

A Casa is eyes and ears for the court, they Visit with
you anhd report back to the court.

Your CASA is phone

You may have others who work with your family or
with you. (in-home worker, therapist, SChoo|
counselor, etc.)

Who are they?

What do they do?

Tell the TEAM!

What do you want your team to know about
you?

What you want to see happen?

Is there anything you need?

1Is there anything your family heeds?

What about my brothers and sisters?

Your socCial worker will try to make sure you and
your brothers and sisters live in the same foster
home. But sometimes you may have to live in
different places.

If your brothers and sisters don’t live with you, you
probably miss them a lot. Ask your Social Worker
when you Cah Visit them or Call them.

What is the phohe humber where your brothers and
sisters live?

Towa Children’s Justice Page 10
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You have so manhy people who Care about Did you know?

you! You have your own lawyer?

v Your lawyer is Called a
HEEtE GAL (guardian ad
litem] and helps the
court figure out wWhat
~ 2 is best for you. Itis
your lawyer’s job to Visit
with you to explain
what happens in court.

*0

Your [Lawyer is phone

You have your own soCial worker?

Your socCial worker
Visits you to see you
are OK and tries to

- help your family
With your family, they make up YOUY team of people with problems.

who want the best for you!
Who are all the people who Care about you?

Your Social Worker is
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