
 

 
     May, 2015 

Dear Parents, 

School is nearly out and our children of all ages are already taking to the streets in 

celebration.  Each year, hundreds of pedestrians and bicyclists lose their lives in traffic 

crashes across the nation.  Some of these cases may involve liability on the part of a 

motorist. Even more difficult a battle will be carrying the weight of a life cut short by their 

actions, and the guilt for those of us who neglected to educate our youth about proper 

street etiquette.  This is a perfect time to review some basic safety information for 

everyone on our streets. 

 

Bicycle Requirements: 

 Bikers must ride with traffic on the right hand side of the road. 

 Consider riding on the sidewalk if one is available, and it is permitted in your city.  

Make sure to share the sidewalk with pedestrians. 

 Bikers must follow all other traffic laws just like motorists (stop signs, stop lights, 

etc.) 

 Consider wearing a helmet, dressing in bright colors, and using hand signals. 

Pedestrian Requirements: 

 When walking on the roadway, pedestrians must walk against traffic, single file, all 

the way to the left.  

 Pedestrians must obey traffic control signals at intersections just like motorists. 

 Pedestrians must yield to vehicular traffic when crossing the street at any point 

other than a marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

 Consider using sidewalks when they are available. 

Motorists Requirements when encountering pedestrians/bicyclists: 

 Motorists may not steer unreasonably close to, or project any object or substance 

toward bicyclists on the roadway. 

 Motorists must yield the right of way to pedestrians in all situations, even if the 

pedestrian is jaywalking. 

 Motorists should drive defensively in areas with high pedestrian and bicycle traffic 

(school zones, downtown, parking lots, etc.) 

 

Whatever mode of transportation you find yourself in on our streets, ensure you are 

watching out for the other guy.  A little courtesy and respect go a long way. Especially when 

everyone recognizes it goes both ways! 

 

     Take Care & God Bless – IFAPA John 



 

 

DATES ON DECK 
May 5 (7:00-9:00 p.m.) Working in a Team at West Central Iowa Support 
Group in Carroll.   

May 11 (5:30-8:00 p.m.) Keeping Children Healthy and Safe at Hamilton 
County Extension Office, Webster City. (Meal at 5:30 p.m.) 

May 16 (9:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.) Darkness to Light (Sexual Abuse Prevention) 
at Stoney Creek Inn in Sioux City.  

August 16 – Six County Plus Back to School Picnic – Speaker Park, Lake View 
 

SUPPORT GROUPS (FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION!) 

 West Central Iowa Support Group for Foster/Adoptive Parents (meets 
monthly (except July & December) on 1st Tuesday of month) – Carroll  

 Denison Area Foster/Adoptive Parent Support Group (meets 4th 
Monday in October, January, March & June) – Denison 

 Fort Dodge Lunch & Learn (meets monthly on 4th Thursday of month) 

 Moville Support Group (meets monthly the first Tuesday @ 6:30 p.m.) 

 Woodbury Lunch Support Group (meets monthly on 3rd Monday       
@ 11:00 a.m.) – Sioux City 

 Storm Lake Foster/Adoptive Support Group (meets Sept, Oct, March 
& April) 

 (Check the IFAPA website www.ifapa.org and go to trainings or 
contact me if you need info about any classes or available 
trainings) 

 

MAY FOSTER PARENT MILESTONES 
 Please join me in thanking the following foster parents for their years of 

service to Iowa’s children as this month marks their renewal anniversary.  

Thank you for your years of dedication!  

 10+ Years:  Martha & Mark Hagar; Patricia & James Dick 

 5+ Years:  Sue & Tim Spears; Mario & Eloisa Rios; Norman & 

Cammie Winkel 
 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 
Happy May!  This is National Foster Care Month.  This month is set aside to 

acknowledge foster parents and others who help children and youth in foster 

care find permanent homes and connections. During National Foster Care 

Month lets each renew our commitment to ensuring a bright future for all 

children and youth in foster care and let’s celebrate all those who make a 

meaningful difference in their lives.  Thank YOU for helping children in need. 

 

From My Side 
of the Desk 

I screwed up!  I hate to say 

that, let alone put it in print, 

but I did.  Saturday night was 

prom, and my wife asked me 

to go to the Grand March.  I 

hate sitting with a bunch of 

women talking about 

everyone’s dress.  (I would 

rather watch paint dry!) so  I 

said I was too tired, and I 

didn’t go.  After the March 

thing was over, I received a 

text from our foster son, 

asking where I was at.  Then 

Sunday at Church, Fr. John 

spoke about praising children,  

missed opportunities, and 

father-son relationships.   I 

made my decision based on 

my feelings and not thinking 

of others.  Maybe I should 

have asked our son if he 

wanted me to go, because I 

missed an opportunity to 

celebrate and help nurture 

that father-son relationship!    

AND speaking of proms, don’t 

forget the Friends of Foster 

Care grants, that can help 

ease the cost of prom!   
 

AND REMEMBER:  I am just 

an email/phone call away.  I 

am here for you!  If you have 

a question, concern or 

celebration, give me a call.  

The conversations which I 

have with other parents are 

the best part of my day! 

-IFAPA John 

 

 

http://www.ifapa.org/

