
 

      November, 2014  

Dear Parents-  

 Roll your clock back and Remember to VOTE.  Those are two reminders as 

our month starts.  Rolling the clock back also means to change those batteries in 

your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and checking to see that they work.  

There is no sense having them if they don’t work.  I know that they sure bring me 

peace of mind.  I hope my own kids appreciate them when they open their gifts this 

coming Christmas .   

 Tuesday, the 4th is Election Day.  As one of the many mailings I have received 

this fall says, “BAD politicians are sent to Congress by GOOD people who DON’T 

vote.”  If you are uncertain who to vote for, check to see if they have a stance on 

Strengthening Families, Foster Child Care and support for Foster Parents!   

 Were you aware that you are covered by a Foster Home Insurance Fund?  

The DHS is authorized by law to administer the Foster Home Insurance Fund.  DHS 

has a contractor that provides this service.  Claims will be handled directly by EMC 

Underwriters in West Des Moines.  Notice to approve or deny the claim must be 

mailed to the claimant within 180 days of the date the claim is reviewed.  You are 

to contact this company to report any incident.  Your EMC contact info would be:  

Dick Sunde, at 800-437-6005, extension 9. 

 AND my last tidbit is to ask you about the progress of your holiday plans?  

Holidays can be a very stressful time for everyone!  What can you do to make things 

easier and less stressful?  Easier and less stressful for the youth in your care, their 

family and yourselves!   Have you been in contact with your child’s bio parents to 

see if they have any plans?  Do you have plans to visit out of state? (you will need 

permission) Will you need respite?  (If so, you best start looking).  Our family has 

been blessed with an extended family that is very receptive of all the extra youths 

in our life.  I anticipate a phone call from Uncle Jeff the week before Christmas, 

asking how many extras are coming so that he can make certain they have a 

present under the tree from him and his family.   

 As always, REMEMBER, I am here for you ANYTIME (AND, I have been there 

and done that!).  If you have a question, concern, or just a reason to celebrate, give 

me a call!  My conversations with other parents are the best part of my day! 

Take Care & God Bless – IFAPA John 



 

 

DATES ON DECK 
November 4 – Documentation (2 hours credit) – West Central Support Group 
in Carroll (7:00-9:00) 

November 15 – Doctors Speak a Foreign Language (3 hours credit) – IFAPA 
Training in Sioux City (9:00-12:15) PLEASE PRE-REGISTER with IFAPA! 

November 15 – Is Mental Health Puzzling to You? (3 hours credit) – IFAPA 
Training in Sioux City (1:30-4:45) PLEASE PRE-REGISTER with IFAPA! 

November 20 – Topic to be Determined (1 hour credit) – Fort Dodge Lunch & 
Learn (11:30-1:00) 
 

SUPPORT GROUPS (FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME FOR MORE INFORMATION!) 

 West Central Iowa Support Group for Foster/Adoptive Parents (meets 
monthly (except July & December) on 1st Tuesday of month) – Carroll  

 Denison Area Foster/Adoptive Parent Support Group (meets 4th 
Monday in October, January, March & June) – Denison 

 Fort Dodge Lunch & Learn (meets monthly on 4th Thursday of month) 

 Moville Support Group (meets quarterly) 

 Woodbury Lunch Support Group (meets monthly) 

 Storm Lake Foster/Adoptive Support Group (meets Sept, Oct, March 
& April) 

(Check the IFAPA website www.ifapa.org and go to trainings or 
contact me if you need info about any of these classes or 
available trainings) 
 

The 2015 IFAPA January-March Training Schedule should be in the 
mail soon.  Keep it handy so that you can plan accordingly!   

ALSO just an FYI! IFAPA will not be offering any trainings during 
the month of December! 

 

NOVEMBER FOSTER PARENT MILESTONES 
 Please join me in thanking the following foster parents for their years of 

service to Iowa’s children as August marks their renewal anniversary.  

Thank you for your years of dedication! 

 20+ Years: Susan & Robert Thayer 

 10+Years: Lenette Hocket 

 5+ Years: Meret & Jeffery Klocke  

 

 

From My Side 

of the Desk 

Some of my best and most 

fun years were spent in the 

classroom.  For those that 

didn’t know, I was an 

Elementary teacher for a 

number of years. 

I can still remember one of 

the first books I read aloud to 

my class in 1978, The Great 

Gilly Hopkins.  Katherine 

Paterson is the author of this 

book and she has written 

some good ones, including 

this one! 

I recently relocated this book 

and read it again.  This time I 

looked at it much differently 

than I did so many years ago.  

You see, this book is about a 

wise-cracking,  manipulative , 

strong-willed, eleven-year-old 

girl living in foster care.   

As I re-read the book, I was 

better able to look at care 

through the eyes of a child 

and think about all the people 

playing parts in a child’s day 

and the impact each of us has 

on the child and her life. 

I think this is a must read 

book for anyone that works in 

any way with children in 

Foster Care.  OR you can wait 

for the movie! 

-IFAPA John 

 

http://www.ifapa.org/

