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Given evidence of human trafficking’s growing
prevalence in America’s rural and urban
communities, in every single state, the FBI is
organizing multidisciplinary teams and taskforces to
advance our capacity to prevent primary (initial)
victimization, intervene in existing instances of
exploitation, and prosecute perpetrators. Federal,
state and local law enforcement entities are
partnering with professionals in education, social
services, law, advocacy, health care, and beyond,
for example, to identify indicators of sex trafficking
recruitment and victimization at the local level;
rescue and provide restorative services to survivors;
and ensure that human traffickers are stopped in
their tracks.
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In Iowa...the demand for the sexual exploitation of
youth, children, and young adults is so tremendous that
the traffickers can’t find enough victims for the buyers.
On March 26, 2014, the FBI submitted a statement to the U.S.
House Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime,
Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations, on their
efforts to combat child sex trafficking in our nation. Michael
Harpster, the author of the report, said, “It’s nearly
unthinkable, but every year, thousands of children become
victims of crime—whether it’s through kidnappings, violent
attacks, sexual abuse, or online predators. ” He emphasized,
furthermore, that crimes involving the commercial sexual
exploitation of children and youth, whether through
prostitution or pornography, is an escalating concern for
families and communities. [According to Iowa and federal
law, minors under age 18 may be considered victims of sex
trafficking whenever they are exploited for any type of sexual
act or performance, in exchange for anything of value (food,
money, drugs, etc.), whether or not force, fraud, or coercion
can be shown.]

In Iowa, specifically, law enforcement officers at all
levels have been trained to identify and intervene
in human trafficking, with the backing and support
of the Department of Public Safety, the Iowa
Office of the Attorney General, our legislature, and
other leading state agencies. Interdisciplinary
teams and human trafficking task forces are
emerging throughout the state, furthermore, who
are dedicated to eradicating the crime through
awareness-raising and prevention, on the one
hand, and ensuring that our communities, schools,
hotels, and other venues are not safe havens for
traffickers to conduct business, on the other hand.
In spite of our best efforts at the local, state and
national levels, however, we have yet to reverse
the growth of human trafficking, and America’s
youth, as a result, are becoming more vulnerable
to victimization than ever. The truth is that, even in
Iowa, demand for the sexual exploitation of youth,
children, and young adults is so tremendous that
the traffickers can’t find enough victims for buyers.
Hundreds of Internet advertisements for escorts,
body rubs, strippers, and other adult services
appear on websites such as Backpages, Craigslist,
Grainbelt News, and other adult sites every day,
yet research by undercover officers suggests that it
takes buyers up to 45 minutes to get a call through
to an escort. “The lines are jammed in Iowa,” in
other words, thus incentivizing traffickers’ efforts to
recruit and exploit vulnerable youth using a variety
of methods.

Contact IFAPA: 800.277.8145 / 515.289.4567 / www.ifapa.org
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Traffickers’ capacity to sell youth and young adults for
sexual services, furthermore, is facilitated by the fact
that they typically operate through “legal storefronts,”
such as Internet ads, strip clubs, “modeling” agencies,
“massage” parlors, and pornography; and arrange for
youth to be exploited in hotels, local businesses,
apartments, churches, and even residential housing.
Human trafficking, then, is a hidden crime, in that it’s
victims are oftentimes exploited and enslaved
alongside voluntary workers in the sex industry or in
homes in residential communities which, on the surface,
appear safe and peaceable.
Youth victims, furthermore, may be trafficked while
living at home and going to school, thus exacerbating
their invisibility under the guise of normalcy. While
limited numbers of youth are kidnapped, taken away
from their communities of origin, and trafficked in
regional, national or international circuits operated by
gangs, drug dealers, or criminal syndicates, many are
trafficked locally, making hundreds of thousands of
dollars for their perpetrators, annually, based on locally
conducted exchanges alone.
Nationwide, it is estimated that 300,000 or more U.S.
born youth are at risk of being trafficked for sex; and
hundreds of thousands more young adults are similarly
exploited. Foster youth are particularly at risk, given
their histories of abuse and neglect, and the fact that
many transition to adulthood without a viable safety
net. Pimps find it all too easy to enter a foster child’s life
as a potential hero, parental figure, or romantic partner
– offering them the love and safety which they crave –
and then entrap them in a life of slavery fraught with
false promises and horrific abuse. While the U.S.
Department of State estimates that approximately
18,000 foreign national men, women, and children are
brought into the U.S. annually, for purposes of labor and
sex trafficking, and that most of these victims are
women and children exploited for sex. Even so, it
appears that the vast majority of sex trafficked youth
and young adults in the U.S. are our own citizens.
Human trafficking is the fastest growing criminal
enterprise in the world, generating up to 32 billion
dollars a year in profits, according to the U.S.
Department of State, and over 150 billion according to
the International Labor Organization. It is also the
second most profitable crime in the world, next to the
drug trade, and has already overcome the
international trade in arms in its profitability.

What are parents to do?
First, parents need to be aware of the fact that human
trafficking most likely exists in their communities, and
that traffickers are constantly working to recruit youth,

both online and offline. Second, parents need to be
aware of the indicators of human trafficking recruitment
and exploitation, as well as teach their youth the signs of
such in order to prevent their being entrapped. Third,
parents need to understand how to safely and
effectively respond to potential human trafficking
victimization, in collaboration with local law
enforcement, social services, and advocacy agencies.
Finally, some foster parents may consider opening their
homes as safe havens and places of restoration to
youth who have been trafficked, and these parents
would benefit from in-depth training on not only the
nuances of human trafficking victimization, but also the
intricacies of comprehensive, trauma-informed care
with providers who are highly skilled at working with
survivors of sexual and complex trauma.

INDICATORS OF SEX TRAFFICKING
Regarding the issue of awareness, research by state
agencies in Iowa, such as the Department of Public
Safety, has found indicators of sex trafficking in all of
Iowa’s regions, including our most rural and remote
towns to metropolitan communities. Knowing this should
alert parents to be observant in your community:
 Internet postings for locally-available escorts,
strippers, adult massage services, adult or “lingerie”
models, etc.
 Local businesses, such as hotels, massage parlors, or
even restaurants, which appear to have an unusual
amount of men coming and going, at odd times of
the day or evening, interacting with young women
and youth to whom they are not related.
 Similarly, residences, whether local homes or
apartments, which have an unusual number of men
coming and going, at odd times of the day or
evening, who do not live there and may be sexually
exploiting the minor or young adult residents.
 Strip clubs which offer “private dances,” sometimes
a code word for prostitution, and clubs wherein the
owners provide apartments to their dancers, which
may be utilized for prostitution and trafficking.
(Again, trafficking victims may be enslaved among
the individuals working at the club voluntarily.)

RECRUITMENT & EXPLOITATION
Regarding indicators of recruitment and exploitation,
the following indicators are of note:
 If a minor is being recruited on a circuit, having
been kidnapped by a criminal syndicate, gang, or
drug dealer, she (or he) may have limited personal
possessions; appear to be fearful of a controlling
adult; be seen in the community at hotels or
restaurants during the day, when most kids are in
school; and have signs of malnourishment,
psychological distress, substance use, or perhaps
(but not always) of being overly sexualized.
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A relationship with an older
boyfriend, characterized by
an influx of gifts, false
promises, and unrealistic
romantic fantasies, which
becomes increasingly
controlling over time as the
boyfriend sexually grooms
the child, in preparation for
commercially sexually
exploiting and eventually
enslaving him or her.
A fearful demeanor and
sudden loss of selfconfidence, likely related to being entrapped in
exploitative relationship which is mediated by the
use of a cell phone. Traffickers use social media to
arrange for their victims’ “dates,” and trafficked
youth must keep their phones on them at all times,
whether at home or in school, prepared to respond
to demand.
Reports from school that while a child is generally
present, he or she has been missing some days or
even regularly skipping classes, perhaps at random.
Again, this is an indicator that a child is responding
to dates which are arranged via text messaging
and social media and may take place at a hotel, in
a vehicle, at a local business, or even in a local
residence.
Affiliations with gangs, drug dealers, and
“modeling” agencies. All three of these entities are
in the game of human trafficking. Gangs
sometimes prostitute/traffic their female members
as a condition of membership; drug dealers are
dramatically increasing their profits by convincing
youth to exchange sex for drugs and then
eventually enslaving them using extortion and
psychological coercion; and unscrupulous
“modeling” agencies are convincing youth to pose
for sexually explicit photos which are invariably sold
as child pornography, sometimes alongside selling
the children themselves for sex. Gangs are a
growing problem in Iowa, and both gangs and drug
dealers are infiltrating our schools, sometimes
paying school-age youth themselves to do the dirty
work of identifying and targeting their vulnerable
peers for exploitation.
In Iowa, we have found many minors who have
been trafficked by their own families or trusted
persons in their communities. Parental trafficking of
children is one of the most serious and outrageous
crimes in our society today; and the crime has its
most terrible impact when parents themselves are
the pimps, whether selling their children for money,
drugs, or to pay the rent. We have even had cases
of grandparents and foster parents trafficking youth
in Iowa, with victims as young as infants.

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS









Have a current, digital photo of your child on hand,
which may be used for identification should she or
he be identified as missing. Report a missing child to
DHS and your local law enforcement office
immediately.
Get to know your local law enforcement officers
now, and find out who is trained to address issues of
sexual assault and human trafficking. Ask them
about their protocol for addressing such crimes and
how they recommend you respond should you have
concerns.
Get to know your local sexual assault and domestic
violence shelter and support services. Similarly, learn
about the resources and support they have to offer.
If and when you need to report an actual or
prospective instance of human trafficking, do these
two things: 1) Call 911; and 2) Call the National
Human Trafficking Resource Hotline (NHTRC), at
888.373.7888 and file a report. Local law
enforcement can offer an immediate response, and
the NHTRC will contact state and federal law
enforcement agents who are trained to investigate
and intervene.
IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING. It’s not up
to parents to decide if human trafficking is
occurring, but rather to report on the indicators so
that law enforcement may do their job and keep
children and families safe. Law enforcement in Iowa
put it this way: It’s better to make a hundred reports
and have only one of these reports help them to
identify and rescue a child, rather than not to report
at all. Reporting your concerns can save a child
from being trafficked, a crime which involves being
raped, threatened, beaten, starved, and
demeaned, day after day, until someone notices
and facilitates their rescue.

You have the power to stop and prevent human
trafficking. Law enforcement can’t do it without you,
given the hidden nature of the crime and the fact that
we simply do not have enough officers in Iowa to
identify and investigate the multitude of venues through
which it occurs.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Teresa Downing-Matibag, PhD
currently serves as the Executive
Director, Network Against Human
Trafficking, Co-Chair of the Central
Iowa Services Network, and is an
Instructor of Sociology at ISU.
Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Teresa speak on Human
Trafficking in Carroll on Sept. 10 and Iowa City on Oct. 29.
Learn more on the following page.

TRAINING ON
Human Trafficking
Domestic Minor Sex
Trafficking and Its Impact on
Children in Foster Care
Domestic minor sex trafficking is an
escalating crime in the United States.
Studies conducted by the FBI’s
Innocence Lost Taskforce find that over
60 percent of the children rescued in
taskforce stings in the U.S. have either
been in foster care or otherwise systemengaged. This course will educate foster
parents about the issue of human
trafficking, including how to prevent
victimization; indicators of possible
commercial sexual exploitation; and
how to safely and effectively respond to
and report concerns. Trainer: Teresa
Downing-Matibag, PhD
Approved for 6 Hours of Foster Parent Credit

SCHEDULED IN CARROLL
Saturday, September 10, 2016
9am-4:30pm - Carrollton Inn
REGISTER FOR THIS CLASS

Clothing Closets
that Serve
Foster Families
Families Helping Families - Cedar Rapids
3516 Center Point Rd NE Cedar Rapids
319-294-9706 | office@fhfia.org
www.familieshelpingfamiliesofiowa.org/programs/clothing-closet/
Clothing closet hours: Fridays 10-2 pm, Sundays 1-3 pm
Items available: clothing (preemie to adult), blankets, diapers, baby
equipment, toys, new socks/underwear, prom dresses, back packs & shoes.

Beacon of Hope - Clinton
Clinton Church of Christ 210 N 13th St, Clinton, IA 52732
Please call church secretary at 563-242-1806 M-F during the day or
Handy Ehredt (563-249-9004) or Andra Ehredt (563-249-6473)
Items available: Boys/girls clothes and shoes all ages/sizes, toys, hygiene
products, back packs, journals, etc.

The Closet (Children's Square) - Council Bluffs
Lemen Visitor Center - 500 N. 7th Street (located in basement)
Contact Person: Joette Shaw
712-325-5868 | jshaw@childrenssquare.org
Hours: The Closet is staffed by volunteers on Wednesdays and other
times by appointment.
Items available: clothing (infant to adult), toys, books, videos, suitcases and
miscellaneous other items.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church - Des Moines

SAVE THE DATE
IFAPA's Fall Conference
Coralville, IA
Friday & Saturday
October 28 & 29, 2016
Marriott Hotel & Conference Center

W O RK S H OP T O P I C S I NC L U D E :












Building the Best Team
Supporting Healthy Transitions
Human Trafficking
Supportive Environments for LGBTQ Youth
Psychotropic Medications
Effects of Disrupted Attachment to a Child
Drug Culture
Making Friends
Trauma Impact on Children in Foster Care
Adolescent Identity Formation in Adoption
Culturally Responsive Parenting
More details will be posted online in August

4300 Beaver Ave, Des Moines
515-270-8142 | http://www.ziondsm.org
Clothing closet is staffed 10am to Noon (Monday-Friday)
Items available: clothing (infant through adult), maternity, shoes, coats,
books, toys, baby items and some misc. household items.

Al Yad, Inc. - Mason City
(Assisting Life to Youth with Adverse Demands)
Wesley Methodist Church – 1405 S. Pennsylvania, Mason City
Contact Person: Corinne Sills
641-201-0180 - Call to make an appointment
Items available: clothing (infant to teen), shoes, coats, diapers, pull-ups,
bottles and more. A library is available for foster parents to borrow larger
furniture items for children of all ages such as cribs, twin beds, car seats,
toddler beds, swings, bassinets, highchairs, strollers and more. Toys, music
instruments and items for youth aging out of foster care are also available.

For Kids’ Sake - West Des Moines
Ashworth Road Baptist Church, 5300 Ashworth Rd, West Des Moines
515-657-7771 | https://www.facebook.com/ForKidsSakeDSM
Clothing closet hours are 9am to 3pm M-Th
Items available: clothing, diapers, sports equipment, prom dresses, bottles,
car seats, baby equipment, toys, etc.

As It Turns Out, Parenting is Tough
(& Why Being Foster Parents is Good for Us)
One of our children hid under the table the other morning
and threw her shoes and socks at us. No words, just grunts
and whines.
“I’m guessing you’re a little frustrated,” I said, as my
husband, Jay, pulled her out, kicking and flailing.
Connected parenting, connected parenting, connected
parenting my mind shouted at me. I attempted. I asked
for eye contact, cradled her like a baby, talked about the
“big feelings” and how to handle them next time.
But later on, I lamented to Jay that I had probably
handled it all wrong. It’s hard work to change one’s
parenting style from more traditional to this connected
style necessary for kids from hard places. Maybe
demanding eye contact wasn’t all that connected.
Maybe I should’ve just gone to her, under the table even.
“Hey, we are learning at least,” he said.
“Yeah, I guess,” I muttered, “and at this rate, maybe we’ll
at least be helpful grandparents.”
Because, as it turns out, parenting is tough.
See, I thought we were A-OK when we had one child. But,
never trust a one-child parent. Don’t read books or blogs
by them either – or their husbands.
Our first-born is one of our biological children as well. And,
we thought we understood a few things on parenting. Not
so. Then we adopted internationally and dove into topics
of attachment and bonding, semi-survived, and figured
we then understood a fair amount about having both
biological and adoptive children. Not so – for they grow
and start talking (back).

behind it. Less about their correction and more about our
connection.
So, my little girl under the table wasn’t being defiant,
contrary to my former parenting style. She didn’t need to
be disciplined for disobeying my direction to get her shoes
on. She didn’t need to be reprimanded for throwing things
in the house, or shamed for making us late, or emotionally
manipulated for “making Mommy sad.”
I am the parent. Change happens with me first.
Truth is, I saw my other child pat her on the back – harder
than necessary, although unintentionally so – before
leaving the room. And, I could’ve chosen to address it
rather than brush it off as something to just “get over.” This
little girl was scared and mad that anyone would even
venture close to hitting her in this family, this place she has
been told is safe.
As her parent, I can choose to receive from her first,
interpreting her actions as communication about her
needs, forego the urge to correct, and instead choose to
connect in ways that promote healing.
This morning, she needed to know from a calm, composed
parent that she can trust us. That she doesn’t need to “just
get over it” and be thus pushed into denial or silence
about the effects of her past; no, she needs
encouragement to raise her voice and enforce
boundaries for her body that make her comfortable and
safe. And, she needs to know her parents will be right
there, alongside her, helping battle the forces from her
past – the ones that make her want to crawl under the
table when pats on the back are too heavy, too scary.

Then, we started to foster. We were blind-sided by trauma
and its effects on children. Words like “triggers” and
“flashbacks” and “regression” have become everyday
words.

But, it’s not just for kids from hard places. Each of us and
every child longs for connection before correction and to
know that parents are not just “laying down the law,” but
that they are listening carefully to hear the needs behind
the behaviors.

Parenting now is a give-it-all-you-got-and-pray-this-thingworks kind of endeavor.

So, I’m thankful for this catalyst called foster care that is
requiring us to adjust our parenting style. It’s changing us.

That perfect, color-coded family picture to hang on a
clean mantel? We’re not going for that anymore. We’re
in a messy work where standards have changed. Namely,
we’re learning to think less about changing our kids (and
their behavior) and more about changing ourselves.
Because, at the end of the day, parenting changes us.
We’re learning that it’s less about their discipline and more
about our own self-control. Less about maintaining order
and more about maintaining our composure. Less about
teaching them and more about ourselves becoming
trustworthy. Less about who they should be and more
about meeting them as they are. Less about being
authoritative and more about being their advocate. Less
about the behavior and more about the big feelings

We might be helpful grandparents after all.

AB O U T T H E AU TH O R
Anne Dahlhauser, foster and adoptive parent,
blogs at www.FrontPorchInspired.com. She
and her husband, Jay, are founders of a
ministry called The Bridge, focusing on
missional living, intercultural relationships, and
advocacy for youth in vulnerable places of life. Jay and
Anne have four young kids, a front door that can’t stay
closed, and an abundance of messy, holy chaos at their
neighborhood center/home in Iowa.

IFAPA STAFF ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!
Visit our PEER LIAISON and RESOURCE INFORMATION SPECIALIST webpages to learn how they can support you.

Sandra Dollen

John SMITH

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent

How to Reach Sandra:

How to Reach John:

855-526-2116 | 712-526-2116
sdollen@ifapa.org

877-305-3396 | 712-665-4011
jsmith@ifapa.org

Counties Covered Audubon, Cass, Fremont,
Guthrie, Harrison, Mills, Monona, Montgomery,
Page, Pottawattamie, Shelby & Taylor

Counties Covered Buena Vista, Calhoun,
Carroll, Crawford, Greene, Humboldt, Ida,
Pocahontas, Sac, Webster & Woodbury (only zip
codes: 51004, 51007, 51019, 51025, 51026, 51034,
51052, 51054, 51055, 51105, 51106)

MICHELLE JOHNSON

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Michelle:

844-627-8303 | 515-619-9927
mjohnson@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Adair, Adams, Madison,

Ringgold, Union, Warren & Polk (only zip codes
– 50009, 50035, 50073, 50169, 50237, 50301, 50305,
50312, 50313, 50314, 50315, 50316, 50317, 50320, 50321,
50327)

JERILYN KENDIG

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Jerilyn:

515-480-2609 (This is Jerilyn’s new # as of 6/30/16)
jkendig@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Dallas & Polk (only zip codes 50021, 50023, 50109, 50111, 50131, 50226, 50263, 50265,
50266, 50310, 50311, 50322, 50323, 50325)

JESSICA LEAL

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Jessica:

563-581-1119
jleal@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Allamakee, Buchanan,

GWEN TIMMERMAN

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Gwen:

844-335-9746 | 319-883-3594
gtimmerman@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Benton, Black Hawk,
Bremer, Butler, Grundy, Marshall & Tama

TINA VANDE KAMP

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Tina:

844-451-6813 | 712-451-6813
tvandekamp@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Cherokee, Clay, Dickinson,
Emmet, Kossuth, Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo
Alto, Plymouth, Sioux & Woodbury (only zip
codes – 51016, 51030, 51039, 51048, 51103, 51104,
51108, 51109)

KELLI VERMEER
IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Kelli:

844-316-8391 | 563-888-1313
kvermeer@ifapa.org

Clayton, Clinton, Delaware, Dubuque,
Fayette, Howard, Jackson & Winneshiek

Counties Covered Cedar, Des Moines, Jones,
Henry, Jefferson, Keokuk, Lee, Louisa,
Muscatine, Scott, Van Buren & Washington

CHRISTIE MCGUIRE

CANDICE YORK

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Christie:

855-929-2005 | 641-829-2005
cmcguire@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Boone, Cerro Gordo,

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Candice:

888-299-4486 | 641-226-6227
cyork@ifapa.org

Chickasaw, Floyd, Franklin, Hamilton,
Hancock, Hardin, Mitchell, Story,
Winnebago, Worth & Wright

Counties Covered Appanoose, Clarke, Davis,
Decatur, Iowa, Jasper, Lucas, Mahaska,
Marion, Monroe, Poweshiek, Wapello &
Wayne

Janet RORHOLM

STEPHANIE CLARK

IFAPA Peer Liaison / Foster & Adoptive Parent
How to Reach Janet:

855-200-4168 | 319-200-4168
jrorholm@ifapa.org
Counties Covered Johnson & Linn

IFAPA Resource Information Specialist
How to Reach Stephanie:

Office: 800-277-8145 ext. 7
Cell: 515-777-8564
sclark@ifapa.org

ADVENTURELAND DAY!

TRAINING
When placement of an HIV-infected child occurs,
foster parents are required to complete the course
“Caring for Children with HIV”.
(3 hrs credit) - This training will enable foster and
adoptive parents to respond sensitively,
compassionately, and competently to HIV-affected
children and their families. Participants will learn how to
engage confidently in infection-control precautions;
respond appropriately and sensitively to concerns
about HIV transmission; provide appropriate care and
support during each stage of the “roller coaster” of HIV
disease; anticipate and manage the challenges of
confidentiality surrounding HIV disease; and join as a
part of a care giving team that responds effectively to
cultural differences, social burdens, daily problems,
grief and loss issues, and the needs of
caregivers. Participants will also receive
a brief overview of the Iowa DHS HIV
Protocols on confidentiality, testing, and
placement of HIV-infected children.

IFAPA’s Appreciation Day for Iowa’s foster, adoptive and
kinship families will be held at Adventureland Park in
Altoona on Saturday, August 20th.
FAMILY TICKETS:
$23 per ticket for all immediate foster and adoptive
family members ages 4 and older living in your home. All
children age 3 and under are FREE!
GUEST TICKETS:
Tickets may be purchased for other family members (not
living in your home) or friends for $28 per person.
(Regular admission tickets are $42 per person)

Trainer: Nancy Magnall

ORDER TICKETS ONLINE
ORDER TICKETS VIA MAIL & VIEW ADDITIONAL DETAILS

DATE: Saturday, Aug. 6, 2016 (10am-2pm)
LOCATION: Iowa Foster & Adoptive Parents Association
(6864 NE 14th Street - Suite 5 - Ankeny, IA)

TO REGISTER - CALL 800-277-8145 or REGISTER HERE

Training Notice
to Foster Parents
In September 2014, Congress passed a new law
establishing prudent parent standards throughout the
United States. As part of this federal law, foster parents
are now required to complete the Reasonable Prudent
Parent Standard Training by September 30, 2016.
The Reasonable and Prudent Parent Standard allows
foster parents to give their foster children permission to
do age-appropriate activities that promote cognitive,
emotional, physical and behavioral growth. All states
are now required to promote normalcy for children in
foster care.
In order to complete this requirement, foster parents
must view the 30 minute Reasonable Prudent Parent
Standard training video. For additional information
and to view the RPPS training video, CLICK HERE.

SUMMER TRAININGS
IFAPA Classes Scheduled in the Following Locations:








Ames
Ankeny
Burlington
Carroll
Cedar Falls
Cedar Rapids
Clinton









Council Bluffs
Davenport
Fort Dodge
Iowa City
Marshalltown
Mason City
Newton

 Red Oak
 Sioux City
VIEW OUR
SUMMER TRAINING
SCHEDULE

