
 

 
What is ICWA and why was it passed? 

“ICWA” stands for the Indian Child Welfare Act, which is a federal law passed in 1978. ICWA 
was passed in response to the alarmingly high number of Indian children being removed 

from their homes by both public and private agencies. The intent of Congress under ICWA 
was to “protect the best interests of Indian children and to promote the stability and security 
of Indian tribes and families” (25 U.S.C. § 1902). ICWA sets federal requirements that apply 

to state child custody proceedings involving an Indian child who is a member of or eligible 
for membership in a federally recognized tribe.  

 

How does ICWA protect American Indian/Alaska Native children and 
their families? 

When ICWA applies to a child’s case, the child’s tribe and family have an opportunity to be 
involved in decisions affecting services for the Indian child. A tribe or a parent can also 

petition to transfer jurisdiction of the case to their own tribal court. ICWA sets out federal 
requirements regarding removal and placement of Indian children in foster or adoptive 

homes and allows the child’s tribe to intervene in the case.  

 
Who is covered by ICWA? 

Indian children involved in state child custody proceedings are covered by ICWA. A person 
may define his or her identity as Indian but in order for ICWA to apply, the involved child 

must be an Indian child as defined by the law.  

ICWA defines an “Indian child” as “any unmarried person who is under age eighteen and is 

either (A) a member of an Indian tribe or (B) is eligible for membership in an Indian tribe 
and is the biological child of a member of an Indian tribe” (25 U.S.C. § 1903). Under federal 

law, individual tribes have the right to determine eligibility, membership, or both. However, 
in order for ICWA to apply, the child must be a member of or eligible for membership in a 
federally recognized tribe. ICWA does not apply to divorce proceedings, intra-family 

disputes, juvenile delinquency proceedings, or cases under tribal court jurisdiction. 

 

How do I know if my child is eligible for membership in a tribe? 

All tribes have the right to determine who is a member of their tribe, and different tribes 

have different requirements for eligibility. In order to understand these requirements for the 
particular tribe in question, contact the child’s tribe.  

 
What considerations should be made in an ICWA case? 

Caseworkers must make several considerations when handling an ICWA case, including:  

 
1) providing active efforts to the family; 
  

2) identifying a placement that fits under the ICWA preference provisions;  
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3) notifying the child’s tribe and the child’s parents of the child custody  

proceeding; and  

4) working actively to involve the child’s tribe and the child’s parents in  

the proceedings.  

Your caseworker should be able to explain your rights under ICWA and any other case 
actions in a manner that is easy for you to understand. 

What are “active efforts” and how are those different than 

“reasonable efforts”?  

ICWA requires that active efforts are provided to help prevent removal of Native children 
and strengthen the family so the child can return home. Active efforts require a 
higher level of services and more vigorous effort on the part of the state than 
reasonable efforts. This means that the state must work closely with the family to 
ensure they receive any services necessary before a child is removed to prevent removal 
from the home, or—if removal was necessary—they receive services and support so that 
the child can be safely returned. 

                         
UPCOMING TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
June 20, 2015  Darkness to Light   3 hrs Council Bluffs 

9 am – 12:15 pm  (Sexual Abuse Prevention)   Country Inn & Suites 

       17 Arena Way 

 

June 20, 2015  I Won’t Do It & You Can’t Make  3 hrs Council Bluffs 

1:30 – 4:45 pm  Me! ODD in Kids and Teens  Country Inn & Suites

        17 Arena Way 

 

June 20, 2015  Developing Emotional/Social 3 hrs Sioux City 

9 am – 12:15 pm  Competency in Challenging  Stoney Creek Inn 

   Infants and Toddlers   300 3
rd

 Street 

 

June 20, 2015  Hope for Healing: Trust Based 3 hrs Sioux City 

1:30 – 4:45 pm  Relational Intervention   Stoney Creek Inn 

        300 3
rd

 Street 

 

July 11, 2015  L.E.A.N Start – Lifestyle,   6 hrs Council Bluffs 

9 am – 4:30 pm  Exercise, Attitude, Nutrition  Holiday Inn Express 

        2211 S 32
nd

 St 

 

July 18, 2015  Mandatory Child Abuse  3 hrs Council Bluffs 

9 am – 12:15 pm  Reporter Training    Holiday Inn Express 

        2211 S 32
nd

 St 

 

July 18, 2015  CPR & First Aid   4 hrs Council Bluffs  

1:15 – 5:30 pm       To Be Announced 

 

July 25, 2015  Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking 6 hrs Sioux City 

9 am – 4:30 pm  and Its Impact on Children in Care  Stoney Creek Inn 

        300 3
rd

 St 

 

        

SUMMER CRAFT ACTIVITY 

DIY Suncatchers! 

 
 

Materials Needed: 

Glass Beads in a variety of colors/sizes 

Clear glue (Elmer’s Clear Gel) 

Plastic lid 

Fishing wire 

Scissors 

 

Step 1: Arrange beads in a design 

inside of lid. 

 

Step 2: Fill plastic lid with glue making 

sure the bottom is covered. 

 

Step 3: Place glass beads in glue. If all 

beads are not touching, that’s ok. They 

will be adhered by the glue. 

 

 
 

Step 4: Allow suncatcher to dry for  

2-3 days. You can speed up the drying 

process by using a blow dryer on a low 

setting. 

 

Step 5: When completely dry, 

carefully peel suncatcher from lid. 

 

Step 6: Thread fishing wire through a 

hole in the suncatcher. If there is no 

hole, make a small hole using a scissors 

or needle. Tie wire, hang and enjoy! 

 

 

Summer Safety Reminder: Supervise children very closely while swimming.  Stay within an 

arm’s reach of toddlers. Educate children about safety rules. Actively monitor swimming area.  


